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Claims 

1 . A process for the production Af a dimeric. biologically active Transforming Growth Factor 
type p (TGF-p)-like protein, comprising treating the denatured monomeric form of said TGF- 
p-like protein with a detergent-fre^buffer comprising an organic solvent selected from the 
group consisting of DMSO. DMSOaV DMF, and any mixture of two or three members of the 
group consisting of DMSO, DMSO2 and DMF. 

2. The process according to claim 1 irtywhich the buffer additionally contains a reducing 
substance. 

3. The process according to claim 1 or 2\in which the organic solvent is selected from the 
group consisting of DMSO, DMF and any^mixture thereof. 

4. The process according to claim 1 or 2 in\which organic solvent is used in a concentration 
of about 1 0 to about 50%. 

5. The process according to claim 1 or 2 in ^h\ch organic solvent is used in a concentration 
of about 20 to about 50 % 

6. The process according to claim 1 or 2 in whi^ply>fgani^solvent is used in a concentration 
of about 30 to about 50% 




7. The process according to claim 1 or 2 in which^orgpnic solvent is used in a concentration 
of about 30 % to about 40 %. 

8. The process according to claim 1 or 2 in which organic solvent is used in a concentration 
of about 40 %. 

9. The process according to claim 1 or 2 in which theVTGF-p-like protein is selected from the 
group consisting of TGF-pi . TGF-p2, TGF-p3, heterodimeric TGF-ps, fragments and 
mutants of a TGF-p including hybrid molecules in which parts of different TGF-ps are 
exchanged, BMPs, inhibins and activins. \ 
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10. The process accordingUo claim 1 or 2 in which the TGF-p-like protein is selected from 
the group consistina of TGff-fl2. TGF-fW hvhriH mp. M.o h^,^^r•,ri xr^c. oi o u..u-:j -r/^r- 
p2-3. hybrid TGF- p3-2, andBMP-2. 

11. The process according to\claim 10 in which the TGF-p-lil<e protein is TGF-P3. 

1 2. The process according to ^ny of claims 1 or 2 in which the buffer has a pH of about 6 to 
about 1 0. 

13. The process according to ar^ of claims 1 or 2 in which the buffer has a temperature of 
about 0°C to about AO^C. 

14. The process according to claim\2 in which the reducing substance is a reduced 
sulfhydryl compound. 

15. The process according to claim 2 in whichthe reduced sulfhydryl compound is selected 
from the group consisting of glutathioViejn its reduced form, p-mercaptoethanol in its 
reduced form, mercaptomethanol in ijj| reduced fomi, cysteine, cysteamine. and 
dithiothreitol in its reduced form. 

16. The process according to c|4im 2^Wiicb-tHe"reduced sulfhydryl compound is used in 
a concentration of abouti toiod 

1 7. The process according to claim 2 in v\)hich the reduced sulfhydryl compound 
is used in a concentration of abouti tolOrnM 

18. The process according to claim 2 in whid|h the reduced sulfhydryl compound is used in a 
concentration of about 2.5 mM. 




